[Preoperative endocavitary curietherapy of stage Ib-IIa-IIb cervical carcinoma. Personal observations].
From 1980 through 1984, 41 patients with squamous cell cervix carcinoma and 1 with adenosquamous carcinoma were treated with preoperative irradiation. Clinical stages were Ib in 6 patients, IIa in 24, and IIb in 12. At surgery, lymph node metastases were found in 5 cases, and residual tumors in 8. The latter risk patients were given further external radiotherapy after surgery. Overall three-year survival rates for FIGO stage Ib was 100%; 91.6% for stage IIa, and 83% for stage IIb (minimum follow-up: 3 years). Two patients died from locoregional recurrence of the disease 12-24 months after the treatment, and 2 from distant metastases; 5 patients have showed signs of local improvement. Our results seem to point to pelvic lymph node involvement as the major prognostic factor: in fact, 40% only of the patients with involved lymph nodes is alive. Actuarial survival rates show 90.4% of patients to be alive at 5 years. Tolerance to the combined use radiotherapy and surgery was fair: no severe side-effects were observed. Even though our results are encouraging, a randomized study is still recommended to verify the actual value of this treatment versus combined surgery and radiotherapy or radiotherapy alone.